TomKat MeDiA LLC and El Teatro Campesino Announce Public School Curriculum and
Multimedia Project

SAN FRANCISCO, CA. - May 20, 2026

TomKat MeDiA, a California multi-platform media company, and El Teatro Campesino,
a California non-profit theatre company today announced a creative alliance to jointly
produce and distribute a multimedia project consisting of public school curriculum and
a vintage radio drama/podcast. The curriculum is for grades 4-8 and based on Luis
Valdez’ play set during the incarceration of Japanese Americans in World War I,
“Valley of the Heart.” The radio drama is an audio performance of the play. Both the
curriculum and radio drama were funded by a major grant from the California Civil
Liberties Public Education Program and the California State Library. A feature film
adaptation of the play is in the works.

The play explores the romance between Benjamin Montafio and Thelma (Teruko)
Yamaguchi, a "Romeo and Juliet" pairing that survives the upheaval of Japanese
American incarceration. Set in the Santa Clara Valley (formerly known as the "Valley of
Heart's Delight," now Silicon Valley), it highlights the intertwined lives of Mexican and
Japanese immigrant families struggling for a future, and focuses on the harsh realities
of Japanese internment camps (specifically Heart Mountain) during WWII, testing
loyalties, and demonstrating the resilience of the human spirit in the face of racism and
forced separation.

The curriculum is available for free download online at the websites for TomKat MeDiA
and El Teatro Campesino. “Valley of the Heart” had its world premiere in 2016 at San
Jose Stage Company in San Jose, California. The play later had a major revival at

the Mark Taper Forum in Los Angeles, running from October 30 to December 9, 2018.

Luis Valdez is regarded as one of the most important and influential American
playwrights living today. His internationally renowned, and Obie award-winning theater
company, El Teatro Campesino (The Farm Workers’ Theater) was founded by Luis in
1965 — in the heat of the United Farm Workers (UFW) struggle and the Great Delano
Grape Strike in California’s Central Valley. His involvement with the farmworker
movement left an indelible mark that remains embodied in all his work even after he left
the UFW in 1967. His play “Zoot Suit” is considered a masterpiece of the American
Theater as well as the first Chicano play on Broadway and the first Chicano major

feature film.

TomKat MeDiA develops, produces and distributes stories for the common good.
Recent projects include two world premiers — a work for orchestra by internationally
renowned composer and multiple Grammy winner Gabriela Ortiz and a new album of
American folk music from Petie and Michael Ronstadt. The company is currently


http://www.tomkatmda.com
http://www.elteatrocampesino.com/teachvalleyoftheheart
https://www.centertheatregroup.org/about/production-history/2018/valley-of-the-heart/

developing an active slate of independent films with Killer Films, as well as a film
version of “Valley of the Heart” with Edward James Olmos attached to direct.

“We’re delighted to join Luis and Teatro Campesino to collaborate on bringing this
essential history to public school classrooms in California and the nation,” stated
TomKat MeDiA Producer Marcela Davison Aviles. “We must ensure this history is
never forgotten by sharing the work of one of America’s most vital playwrights,” added
Kat Taylor, co-producer at TomKat.

“The love story of Benjamin and Thelma in ‘Valley of the Heart’ is quintessentially
American, as the two ‘ethnic’ lovers find themselves in a racist world at war,” observed
Luis Valdez. “Beyond the limits of their Mexican and Japanese immigrant families, they
are both Americans. Their’s is a story of survival, love and family embedded in the
struggle for universal human rights.”

Taylor and Davison Avilés produce for TomKat MeDiA.

Valdez and Christy Sandoval produce for El Teatro Campesino.

TomKat MeDiA is repped by Rick Berg and Rich Freeman at Code Management and
attorneys Bill Skrzyniarz and Tanya Mallean. Luis Valdez is repped by attorney Ed
Labowitz.

Press inquiries contact: Marcela Davison Aviles 415-999-0892 or David O’ Campo
408-859-6898.
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